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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION — COMMONWEALTH FUNDING 

559. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the uncertainty for parents about the more than 33 000 kindergarten age children expected to enrol in 
2015, given that the federal Abbott government has still not advised whether it will continue to provide funding 
for four-year-olds in both public and private schools. 

(1) Will the Premier give parents an assurance that their children will have 15 hours of kindy time in 
Western Australian schools in 2015? 

(2) Has the Premier personally taken up this issue with the Prime Minister? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(2) I was fortunate enough to be Minister for Education when universal kindergarten and pre-primary 
education was introduced for all children in Western Australia in both government and non-government 
schools. I particularly give credit to Hon Barbara Scott, the former upper house member, who did a lot 
of the work towards that end. That was a long time ago, but it is still the case that Western Australia 
leads the nation in kindergarten and pre-primary—no other state has yet caught up with what was done 
here in the late 1990s in that area. Having that experience, I am concerned that there is speculation that 
the federal government may not continue to fund what is only four hours out of the 15 hours of 
kindergarten programs. We will wait and see whether the federal government makes the decision. I 
understand that there is a meeting of education ministers this Friday, and I can assure members that 
Hon Peter Collier will take that up. Let us wait and see whether the federal government cancels that; I 
doubt it will, but we will wait and see, and we will deal with the issue if it does. 
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